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M. de Saint-Florentin, accustomed to this sort
of mission, went to the Due de Choiseul and told
him to resign the ministries of War, Navy and
Postal Affairs, and to leave Versailles within
twenty-four hours for Chanteloup where he "was
to visit none but his near relations. A little while
after, the Due de Praslin, the cousin of the above,
received a sealed letter inviting him to give up
his offices on the spot; as he was ill he was given
a week's respite.

ChoiseuFs exile seemed a grave step; on Louis
XV's part it showed a weakness altogether un-
worthy of him, and proved a dangerous submission
to Mme Du Barry's "wishes; finally it deprived the
kingdom of a capable and enlightened minister.

Of course it would be childish to attribute so
signal a disgrace merely to the caprice of a favorite;
its causes seem more involved; the opposition to
the Choiseul party formed an imposing bloc that
intrigued about the sovereign, employing every
kind of calumny, and had with it the whole nation,
and the members of the royal family.

If by exiling a valuable assistant the king was
committing a fault and pandering to his mistress's
desires, he was also obeying the urge of public
opinion, the power of which was growing from
day to day.

When he left Versailles for his fine estate of
Chanteloup, Choiseul bore with him the esteem
and gratitude of the best citizens; Marie-Antoinette's